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REDESIGNED HOME FEATURES  
TAILORED ROOMS, LOTS OF TEXTURE  

AND INTERESTING GEOMETRY

Fresh 
& Simple

A
n active couple from New York, like many be-

fore them, were impelled by northern climes 

and an imminent empty nest to search for a 

full-time home in Vero Beach. With two children in college 

and one about to graduate high school, the couple planned 

on spending more time playing tennis and enjoying year-

round quality time with family.

After purchasing a 7,000-square-foot home in John’s 

Island in April 2015, their next step was to find a local in-

terior designer to transform it into a family-friendly home 

that could accommodate their active lifestyles. When they 

chanced upon an article in Vero Beach Magazine showcasing 

a residence designed by L.K. DeFrances and Associates, they 

knew their search was over.

“We always offer several layouts where we can,” 
says designer Lisa DeFrances. Based on these 

recommendations, the client selected a seating 
configuration for the living room that took 

advantage of the light and views of the pool. 
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Addressing the lack of intimacy in the foyer, the design team added wainscot paneling, grass cloth and a custom bookcase to give 
the space definition and depth. An antique area rug — a market find — draws the eye into the living room. 

The addition of white beams and nickel board to the ceiling complement the paneling in the family room. Graphic elements and 
splashes of bold color add visual interest, while navy drapes and valances serve to punctuate the neutral tones and introduce 
contrast. 

Drawn to the home’s architectural detail, textural ele-

ments and color palette, the couple found that the design 

spoke to their desire for freshness and simplicity. They 

loved their century home in New York, but felt it was time 

for a change. 

So, fully armed with a portfolio of new ideas, they made 

an appointment to meet with Lisa DeFrances. “One of the 

things they said when I met with them was that they felt their 

home up north was a little bit old lady-ish,” says DeFrances. 

“It had lots of color, floral prints and antiques, and they want-

ed to make sure this house had a fresher vibe to it.”

Perusing the photos the couple had highlighted with 

their likes and dislikes, DeFrances could see they favored 

tailored rooms with high contrast, lots of texture and inter-

esting geometry. “Almost all clients bring photos and you 

will see some consistency among them,” she notes. “Maybe 

every picture has a white sofa or all have splashes of col-

or. People can’t always articulate, but you do get a feel and 

draw on what they are saying.”

DeFrances’ reputation for designing beautifully styled 

homes has earned her awards and accolades since she first 

opened her doors for business in 2001. With a bachelor’s 

degree in interior design from Kent State University in 

Ohio, she followed her husband to Vero Beach and found 

the perfect location for showcasing her talents. The couple 

felt confident in hiring her to turn their vision into a reality.

With an eye to selling the property, the previous owners 

had hired local architect Rob Atkins to help them update 

and refurbish certain areas of the home. DeFrances felt they 

could enhance it further and make the overall footprint 

more cohesive. So, with the help of project managers Janice 

Bruton and Jen Zegel, she set about identifying the areas 

that could be improved to better suit the couple’s lifestyle. 

“They had done a lot of good things to start, but you 

can’t do everything,” DeFrances notes. “There were still 

some areas that we thought we could refine and embellish.” 

The entrance to the home was one of those areas.

“Our challenge here was that when you came into the 

foyer, it was kind of like a big hallway and it didn’t have 

any intimacy to it,” says DeFrances. Being a key area to all 

the adjacent rooms, it was important to enhance the long, 

narrow space with accents of architectural interest. 

“We find that we are drawn to millwork and paneling. 

It’s just so clean and orderly and brings a level of sophisti-

cation even to unimportant areas,” the designer notes. “So 

we started with the idea of adding wainscot paneling that 

would give it a presence, add character and unite the long 

area into its own essence. The ceilings weren’t terribly high, 

so the neutral grass cloth wall covering and paneling give it 

that uplifting feeling.” 

And while the owners fully expected to be able to visit 

more regularly, their busy lifestyles precluded them from 

doing so, giving the design team the luxury of time. 

“We worked on it for a good year and a half and hired 

contractor Randy Read to install the paneling, close off inte-

rior doorways and build custom carpentry. We had worked 

with Randy before, and while he’s a relaxed kind of guy, 

he is also a perfectionist, and I like working with him. He 

was a good fit for this project because there was a lot of 

carpentry.”

Installing a built-in bookcase where an awkward clos-

et had been and positioning the owner’s grandfather clock 

next to a small, English antique chair provided both a tra-

ditional silhouette and a juxtaposition of scale. “The chal-

lenge when you are doing all new for a client is to try to 

infuse things that feel like it didn’t all just come from a 

designer,” DeFrances says.

Adding carpeting to a sweeping staircase softened the 

ascent and accentuated the graceful curves. The addition of 

a cozy reading nook under the stairwell serves as a back-

drop to their daughter’s charcoal artwork. 

The extra time also afforded them the opportunity to 

curate the perfect pieces from online resources and trade 

shows with the home specifically in mind. “The area rug in 

the foyer is a patchwork antique that we found at market. 

One of the things we decided to do early on was to extend it 

into the living room all the way to the back of the sofa so it 

leads you in. And then the paneling felt so good in the foyer, 

I recommended that we run it into the living room as well.”

When designing the living room, the team proposed 

several layouts and lent the client chairs to rearrange un-

til she was comfortable with the flow and functionality of 

the space. The end result is a configuration of two sepa-

rate seating areas, divided by a leather two-seater bench. 

“What’s fun about the bench is if you are entertaining and 

sitting here as the hostess, you can engage with both sets of 

guests. You can also use it as a daybed because the bolster 

is attached with strings,” says DeFrances.

Selecting performance, indoor/outdoor fabrics for the 

upholstery and an earth-tone Sisal area rug to unite the seating 

areas, the living room is perfect for entertaining, practical for 

the family dog and awash with natural light. “The patio area 

is lovely and had been detailed nicely by the previous owner 

with a gazebo, outdoor grill area and pool. We used a lot of 

woven cloth blinds that filter the light and still let you see out,’”  

says DeFrances.
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Indoor-outdoor fabrics, a sisal area rug and comfortable seating make this the perfect space for family gatherings and entertaining. The challenge in the office was to make it functional as well as beautiful. By eliminating two closets and a doorway to the powder 
room, the team gained needed space for a bookcase, desk and cabinetry to hide the owner’s work area and provide a home for 
his book collection.

In the dining room, a custom, handmade light fixture by 
Louise Gaskell serves as “art jewelry” for the room. The artist 
deconstructs old light fixtures and repurposes the parts, this 

one being made from Murano hand-blown glass orbs. It adds 
a classic-with-a-twist focal point and a juxtaposition to the 

rustic elements in the room.

Adjoining this area is the owner’s office. Tucked be-

tween the living room and master bedroom with three 

doorways, a fireplace, bar and French doors to the outside, 

there was insufficient wall space to accommodate his large 

collection of books. As he planned to work from home, it 

was important to make the space both beautiful and func-

tional. DeFrances had the perfect solution. Eliminating two 

closets and a doorway to the powder room — he was more 

likely to use the master bath, she says —they gained extra 

space for a bookcase, a custom oak desk and the necessary 

cabinetry. “Because the living room is right there, she want-

ed his mess to be out of sight, so we designed cabinets with 

pocket doors,” the designer explains. 

Then she smiles, remembering their initial meetings. 

“They give you stylistically what they like, and then there’s 

the practical side. She had given us all these neutrals and 

then when we asked him what colors he liked, he said red, 

yellow and blue. Primary colors. So what we did in his office 

was we gave him a red chair.”

With the dining room directly off the living room and no 

casual eating area in the kitchen or family room, the chal-

lenge here was to make the space sufficiently formal for 

entertaining and yet casual enough for family dining. The 

solution? Create an eclectic mix of rustic furnishings and 

geometric fabrics that would set the tone for both functions. 

Wicker chairs, a repurposed wood table and a slipcov-

ered wrap-around banquette fulfilled the client’s desire for 

an informal feel, while the visual texture in the furnishings 

and strong geometrics played effectively off one another 

to create the perfect degree of contrast. An eye-catching, 

custom handmade light fixture added a fun, eclectic vibe 

to the space. 

“The light fixture, a deconstruction made from Murano 

hand-blown glass orbs, was a bit of a stretch for the client,” 

DeFrances admits. “It’s like a piece of jewelry and almost 

like artwork. But her kids came down and confirmed how 

fun it was, and then she was OK with it.”

Once architectural paneling had been installed in the 

family room, the need to address the rather uninteresting 

ceiling was clear to everyone. The addition of white beams 

and nickel board filled that void. Graphic elements and 

splashes of bold color in the seating cubes added visual 

interest, while navy drapes and valances served to punctu-

ate the neutral tones and introduce contrast. A reversible 

flat-weave rug made the space practical for family gath-

erings, while a custom coffee table gave an industrial el-

ement to the design. DeFrances noted the addition of blue 

grass cloth behind the existing television bookcase not only 

gave textural interest to the space, but also made the large 

screen less noticeable. 

By contrast, the master bedroom, in soothing tones of 

green and white, has a peaceful, airy feel, making it the per-

fect escape for reading, relaxing or napping. Billowy window 

sheers and curved chenille swivel chairs offer softer ele-

ments as a counterpoise to the strong lines of the four-post-

er bed and side table, all working together in perfect balance 

to bring both substance and style to the room.

With the project completed, the couple is delighted 

with their redesigned home. Their focus on creating a space 



8

REPRINTED WITH
PERMISSION

© VERO BEACH 
MAGAZINE

A reversible flat-weave rug and a custom coffee table complete the design. DeFrances purchased the artwork at the Under The 
Oaks art show in Vero Beach, based on the client’s portfolio of ideas. The artist is Clare Malloy of Chicago.

The master bedroom, decorated in restful greens and whites, is 
a soothing retreat from the world. The light window sheers and 
Hickory swivel chairs, upholstered in soft chenille, give the room 
a peaceful and relaxing ambience, while the delicate metal 
accents in the coffee and dressing tables provide the perfect 
contrast.

livable for just the two of them, while accommodating both 

four- and two-legged family members, was perfectly exe-

cuted in a function-meets-form design that appeals to both 

partners.

DeFrances says she enjoyed working with the couple. 

“She was the client who said to me, ‘I don’t know how to do 

this.’ But they were engaged and wanted to understand why 

we were doing what we were doing, which is the best kind of 

client. I like them to take the time to really understand it.” 

In fact, they brought each of their three children individ-

ually to meetings so they could get involved in the process. 

All enjoyed the insights they gained from watching the de-

signer customize the home to meet their specific needs as a 

family, and were amazed at how analytical a process it was.

“In our world, I think that people think it’s easy for 

us,” DeFrances notes. “But we are perfectionists. The 

hardest thing we learn to do is edit, especially when you 

are working on a ‘classic-with-a nod-to-modern’ style. 

Going forward, you have to ask, ‘how do you make this 

not look like it was done today?’” Then she laughs, 

conceding, “It’s not really a good business model be-

cause then people love their interiors and they last for a 

long time. But if we’ve done our job well, it far exceeds  

whatever their initial expectation was. So that’s the goal.” 

Today, as they enjoy their new home, the couple would say, 

“Mission accomplished.”  ❀

4404 US Highway 1, Vero Beach, FL 32967 
(772)  234-0078 
www.lkdefrancesandassociates.com


